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Episcopalians Vote to Allow Gay Marriage
in Churches
by THE ASSOCIATED PRESS

SALT LAKE CITY — Episcopalians have voted to allow religious weddings for

same-sex couples, just days after the U.S. Supreme Court legalized gay

marriage nationwide.

The vote came Wednesday in Salt Lake City at the denomination's national

assembly. The measure passed by an overwhelming margin in the House of

Deputies, the voting body of clergy and lay people at the meeting. The day

before, the House of Bishops had approved the resolution, 129-26 with five

abstaining.
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The New York-based church of nearly 1.9 million members is known for electing

the first openly gay Episcopal bishop in 2003. Since then, many dioceses have

allowed priests to perform civil same-sex weddings.

Still, the church hadn't changed its own laws on marriage until Wednesday.

Under the new rules, clergy can decline to perform the ceremonies. 
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  George H.W. Bush breaks neck bone in fall 2:07

KENNEBUNKPORT, Maine — Former President George H.W. Bush has been

released from a Maine hospital after falling at his summer home and breaking a

bone in his neck.

Bush spokesman Jim McGrath said that "a very grateful" Bush returned home

Sunday from Maine Medical Center after four days of treatment for a fractured

vertebra.

Doctors say Bush didn't suffer nerve damage when he fell at his home in

Kennebunkport on Wednesday.

Doctors said they anticipate the 41st president will recover fully in three or four

months.

Bush has a form of Parkinson's disease and uses a motorized scooter or a

wheelchair for mobility. The 91-year-old is the oldest living former president.

A spokesman for Bush said the former president was grateful for the care and

support:

A very grateful President 
@GeorgeHWBush was discharged 
today from @MaineMed after four days 
of treatment for a fractured vertebrae.
12:35 PM  19 Jul 2015
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President and Mrs @GeorgeHWBush 
extend their great gratitude to the 
doctors, nurses and staff @MaineMed 
4 their kind and professional care.
2:22 PM  19 Jul 2015
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The Republican served two terms as Ronald Reagan's vice president before

being elected president in 1988. 
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