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LANSING, MI — Private faithbased
adoption agencies that receive state
funding but choose to deny service to gay
parents on religious grounds have won
the blessing of Michigan's Republican
led Legislature.
The state Senate, in an unexpected and
unannounced move, took up religious
objection adoption legislation
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news/index.ssf/2015/06/michigan_senate_gives_blessing.html)on
Wednesday, approving the threebill package in a series of 2612 votes.
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One Republican, Sen. Tory Rocca of Sterling Heights, joined all 11 Democrats in
opposition.
One of the bills, changed slightly by the Senate, must return to the House for
concurrence before heading to the desk of Gov. Rick Snyder, whose office said he was
"closely reviewing (http://www.mlive.com/lansing
news/index.ssf/2015/04/snyder_closely_reviewing_relig.html)" the
legislation after initial House approval in April.
Critics, comparing the bills to controversial Religious Freedom Restoration Act
proposals in Michigan and other states, argued the legislation amounts to state
sanctioned discrimination that would limit adoption options for willing parents who
happen to be gay.
"What we are doing here is allowing the beliefs of a few to have horrible consequences
for the many," said Senate Minority Leader Jim Ananich, DFlint. "I'm a man of faith,
and I support religious freedom. What I don't support is using that as cover for
discrimination."
Supporters argue that the bills would simply codify an existing Department of Human
Services policy and protect faithbased agencies, which have long partnered with the
state to find homes for foster children, from any future "adverse action."
Catholic agencies in some other states, including Illinois
(https://www.bostonglobe.com/news/nation/2011/12/29/illinoiscatholic
charitiescloseratherthanallowsamesexcouplesadopt
children/Km9RBLkpKzABNLJbUGhvJM/story.html), have closed their doors
rather than comply with new regulations that they said would have forced them to
violate their sincerely held religious beliefs.
"It's a concern of all of us to make sure our children have loving homes, secure homes,
stable homes," said Sen. Judy Emmons, RSheridan, who chairs the Senate Committee
on Families, Seniors and Human Services.
"That's been our goal through the process with this piece of legislation, and I do believe
the process that the state has utilized these last years for the adoption of our most
vulnerable children has worked very well, and we would like to continue that process."
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vulnerable children has worked very well, and we would like to continue that process."
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Under the legislation, an adoption agency which declines to serve a prospective parent
on religious grounds must refer them to another agency and provide them with written

Woman who beat friend to
death with slow cooker gets
23 years in prison

information about state adoption services, including a list of other providers.
Democrats proposed a series of amendments designed to give prospective parents more
warning, including one proposal that would have required the agencies to post
information detailing their rejection policies online.
Emmons urged her colleagues to oppose the amendments, saying that adoptive parents
are "doing their due diligence" by researching agencies and suggesting that "word gets

(http://www.mlive.com/news/detroit/index.ssf/2015/06/woman_who_beat_friend_to_death.html#incart_most
read_lansingnews_article)
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Sen. David Knezek, in a passionate floor speech, described working alongside gay
colleagues when he served in the military and urged his fellow Senators to think about
the gay people they work beside before voting on the legislation.
"I can't tell you how embarrassed I am that this is a policy we actually have to be
debating in 2015," said Knezek, DDearborn Heights.

(743 comments)

2

15
Share

1

"Do we really believe, and are we actually discussing, whether or not homosexuality is a
sinful and deviant behavior in the state Senate? Do we really believe that these gay
parents are incapable of raising their children without corrupting or demoralizing
them?"

Muslim woman sues Oceana County
over head scarf removal at jail
(http://www.mlive.com/news/muskegon/index.ssf/2015/06/muslim_woman_sues_oceana_count.html#incart_most
commented_lansingnews_article)
(1034 comments)

3

Michigan State's Cotton Bowl rings
also celebrate win over rival Michigan
(http://www.mlive.com/spartans/index.ssf/2015/06/michigan_states_cotton_bowl_ri.html#incart_most
commented_lansingnews_article)
(65 comments)

Reddit

There are 62 adoption agencies operating in the state, and 17 have a religious affiliation,
according to the Michigan Catholic Conference, which advocated for passage of the

4

legislation.
Several of those adoption agencies operate in multiple locations. Bethany Christian
Services, the largest agency in the state, has offices in eight Michigan counties.

Bill aimed at stopping union 'pension
spiking' to keep money in classroom
may cost schools $900k
(http://www.mlive.com/lansing
news/index.ssf/2015/06/bill_aimed_at_stopping_pension.html#incart_most
commented_lansingnews_article)
(427 comments)

Senate Minority Leader Arlan Meekhof, who was personally adopted through a faith
based adoption agency, urged his colleagues to support the bills and denied the
suggestion that they would limit adoption options for any prospective parents.

5

Ersan Ilyasova trade narrows Detroit
Pistons' focus to two key spots in draft,
free agency
(http://www.mlive.com/pistons/index.ssf/2015/06/ersan_ilyasova_trade_narrows_d.html#incart_most
commented_lansingnews_article)
(22 comments)

"I think the past practice over 50 years have proven that's not true," Meekhof, RWest
Olive, told reporters after session.

See more comments »
(http://www.mlive.com/interact/)

"We just codified what's been going on over the last five decades, that faithbased
agencies are allowed to exercise their religious freedom in placing. There are plenty,
plenty of other places for folks to go.
Meekhof declined to discuss what kind of feedback he'd gotten from the governor, who
is likely to find the bills on his desk in short order.

Earn
Points

"Once the bills are formally presented, Gov. Snyder will be closely reviewing them
considering what will best take care of the most Michigan children and matching them
with forever families," Snyder spokesperson Dave Murray said after Wednesday's vote.
Update: The Michigan House concurred on Senate changes to House Bill 4188 later
Wednesday in a 6544 vote. The full package is now headed to the governor's desk for
consideration.

Earn points toward great prizes
simply by enjoying our articles,
galleries and newsletters.
Learn More (https://sessionm.zendesk.com/hc/en-us/articles/200161296-What-Are-mPOINTS-)

Jonathan Oosting is a Capitol reporter for MLive Media Group. Email him
(mailto:joosting@mlive.com), find him on Facebook
(https://www.facebook.com/jonathan.oosting) or follow him on Twitter
(http://twitter.com/jonathanoosting).
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Tom Craig (http://connect.mlive.com/user/TomCraig/index.html)
5 days ago
(http://connect.mlive.com/user/TomCraig/index.html)
Read this great article on a child who grew up with gay parents and is against gay
adoption. http://dailysignal.com/2015/04/13/myfatherwasgaywhyiopposelegalizing
samesexmarriage/ (http://dailysignal.com/2015/04/13/myfatherwasgaywhyioppose
legalizingsamesexmarriage/)

These concerns are very real.
Like

Reply

Tom Craig (http://connect.mlive.com/user/TomCraig/index.html)
5 days ago
(http://connect.mlive.com/user/TomCraig/index.html)
LBGT can't make slaves of everyone. It's 100% right to have faithbased organizations makes
choices like this.
Like

Reply

Chris Glasser (http://connect.mlive.com/user/chris_glasser/index.html)
5 days ago
(http://connect.mlive.com/user/chris_glasser/index.html)
I would really like to see MLive do a poll on whether people agree with this legislation. I feel like
it was passed underneath people's noses and that they may not support it.
Like

Reply

Tom Craig (http://connect.mlive.com/user/TomCraig/index.html)
5 days ago
(http://connect.mlive.com/user/TomCraig/index.html)
@Chris Glasser (http://connect.mlive.com/user/chris_glasser/index.html) I
agree 100% to leave the choice with the agency.

Like

Chris Glasser
(http://connect.mlive.com/user/chris_glasser/index.html)
(http://connect.mlive.com/user/chris_glasser/index.html)

Reply

4 days ago

@Tom Craig
(http://connect.mlive.com/user/TomCraig/index.html) @Chris Glasser
(http://connect.mlive.com/user/chris_glasser/index.html)
Congratulations, Tom. You are not all of Michigan. I do not particularly
care about what you alone think.
Like

Reply

rationalbasis (http://connect.mlive.com/user/rationalbasis30/index.html)
6 days ago
(http://connect.mlive.com/user/rationalbasis30/index.html)
What kids would Jesus refuse to adopt out based on "religious beliefs" that don't really exist?
1

(http://connect.mlive.com/user/midlanboy/index.html) Like

Reply

Tom Craig (http://connect.mlive.com/user/TomCraig/index.html)
5 days ago
(http://connect.mlive.com/user/TomCraig/index.html)
@rationalbasis (http://connect.mlive.com/user/rationalbasis30/index.html)
Jesus said if anyone steers children the wrong way, it would be better for those
people not to have lived.
Like

Reply

croc32 (http://connect.mlive.com/user/michael_eddington/index.html)
6 days ago
(http://connect.mlive.com/user/michael_eddington/index.html)
IMO, its in the best interest of children and the state to move away from religious adoption
agencies together. They are currently discriminating, and this legislation would codify it.
6

(http://connect.mlive.com/user/midlanboy/index.html)

(http://connect.mlive.com/user/rationalbasis30/index.html)

(http://connect./user/jwazzz/index.html)

(http://connect.mlive.com/user/sparkleabby100/index.html) Like

KeepinThorInThursday
(http://connect.mlive.com/user/sparkleabby100/index.html)
(http://connect.mlive.com/user/sparkleabby100/index.html)

Reply

6 days ago

@croc32 (http://connect.mlive.com/user/michael_eddington/index.html)
The most important item on the agenda SHOULD be to find each abandoned child a
loving, stable home.
Religious beliefs have nothing to do with providing an abandoned child a loving,
stable home.

Put the children FIRST.
Gay couples want to adopt the children that the straights abandoned.
3

(http://connect.mlive.com/user/midlanboy/index.html)

(http://connect.mlive.com/user/rationalbasis30/index.html)
(http://connect./user/jwazzz/index.html) Like

Reply

CoyWolf (http://connect.mlive.com/user/CoyWolf1/index.html)
6 days ago
(http://connect.mlive.com/user/CoyWolf1/index.html)
@croc32 (http://connect.mlive.com/user/michael_eddington/index.html) So you
answer is to reduce the religious agencies who provide the majority of service today
and replace them with LGBT agencies that don't exist. This will be a big problem for
and families, orphans but its all about the Gay needs right?

If your looking for a positive solution open the first MI LGBT adoption agency and
usurp the religious agency service.
Like

KeepinThorInThursday
(http://connect.mlive.com/user/sparkleabby100/index.html)
(http://connect.mlive.com/user/sparkleabby100/index.html)

Reply

6 days ago

@CoyWolf
(http://connect.mlive.com/user/CoyWolf1/index.html) @croc32
(http://connect.mlive.com/user/michael_eddington/index.html)
We want "religious" agencies to stop refusing loving, stable homes to
children, just because that home contains a gay couple.
And we want these discriminatory agencies to stop taking taxpayer's
money if they want to continue discriminating.

We want people to put the best interest of the child first, not their religious
agenda. Some people/agencies would rather have the children remain
orphans than be adopted into a loving, stable home. We think that's
wrong. I'm not gay, and I don't like children. But I damn well am going to
advocate for them.
1

(http://connect./user/jwazzz/index.html) Like

Reply

croc32 (http://connect.mlive.com/user/michael_eddington/index.html)
(http://connect.mlive.com/user/michael_eddington/index.html)
6 days ago
@CoyWolf
(http://connect.mlive.com/user/CoyWolf1/index.html) @croc3
2
(http://connect.mlive.com/user/michael_eddington/index.htm
l) "So you answer is to reduce the religious agencies who provide
the majority of service today and replace them with LGBT
agencies that don't exist."
No, we already have state agencies. No need to create an
"LGBT" agency.
"If your looking for a positive solution open the first MI LGBT
adoption agency and usurp the religious agency service."
Other than the reference to an "LGBT" agency, this is what I'm
suggesting.
2

(http://connect.mlive.com/user/rationalbasis30/index.html)
(http://connect./user/jwazzz/index.html) Like

Reply

Scott (http://connect.mlive.com/user/thescottallen/index.html)
6 days ago
(http://connect.mlive.com/user/thescottallen/index.html)
It sounds like another violation of that whole "separation of church and state" thing again.
If they want to discriminate on the basis of their religious beliefs, fine, just don't expect,
request, or accept any state funding.
8

(http://connect./user/jwazzz/index.html)

(http://connect.mlive.com/user/Michnimpossible/index.html)
(http://connect.mlive.com/user/bobslowson/index.html)
(http://connect.mlive.com/user/Paddletothesea/index.html) Like

Reply

Guilty Spark (http://connect.mlive.com/user/GuiltySpark/index.html)
6 days ago
(http://connect.mlive.com/user/GuiltySpark/index.html)
@Scott (http://connect.mlive.com/user/thescottallen/index.html) You think the
the Xtians would whine and sue if some liberal group denied THEM access to
whatever services they might be statefunded to provide?
You bet your @$$ they would.
7

(http://connect.mlive.com/user/sparkleabby100/index.html)
(http://connect./user/jwazzz/index.html)
(http://connect.mlive.com/user/Michnimpossible/index.html)

(http://connect.mlive.com/user/bobslowson/index.html) Like

Reply

This comment has been deleted
Paddletothesea (http://connect.mlive.com/user/Paddletothesea/index.html)
(http://connect.mlive.com/user/Paddletothesea/index.html)
@Guilty Spark. It has become so obvious that all these legislators do I is 6 days ago
pander to the religious right. Keep it up guys......come 2016 you are going to see
such an uprising of D's, no R will see public office again for years.
5

(http://connect./user/jwazzz/index.html)

(http://connect.mlive.com/user/bobslowson/index.html)
(http://connect.mlive.com/user/calfanatic/index.html)
(http://connect.mlive.com/user/sparkleabby100/index.html) Like

Reply

gorgonzola (http://connect.mlive.com/user/gorgonzola/index.html)
(http://connect.mlive.com/user/gorgonzola/index.html)
6 days ago

(http://connect.mlive.com/user/gorgonzola/index.html)
The Republicans have gerrymandering everything so Democrats 6 days ago
would have to win 7 of every 10 votes to gain a majority in the legislature.
Another fine piece of work in this place we call a democracy.
3

(http://connect./user/jwazzz/index.html)

(http://connect.mlive.com/user/bobslowson/index.html)
(http://connect.mlive.com/user/calfanatic/index.html) Like

Reply

IIVV in the key of E (http://connect.mlive.com/user/OnefourfiveinthekeyofE/index.html)
(http://connect.mlive.com/user/OnefourfiveinthekeyofE/index.html)
6 days ago
Esteemed rightwing thinker, Bryan Fischer, of the esteemed rightwing American
Family Association, exhorts that the 1st Amendment only applies to Christianity not
"counterfeit" religions.
4

(http://connect./user/jwazzz/index.html)

(http://connect.mlive.com/user/calfanatic/index.html)
(http://connect.mlive.com/user/bobslowson/index.html)
(http://connect.mlive.com/user/dsponini/index.html) Like

Reply

KeepinThorInThursday
(http://connect.mlive.com/user/sparkleabby100/index.html)
(http://connect.mlive.com/user/sparkleabby100/index.html)
@IIVV in the key of E
(http://connect.mlive.com/user/OnefourfiveinthekeyofE/index.html)
LMAO

6 days ago

Isn't this the organization that hired Josh Duggar because of his "high moral
standards"?

The hypocrisy is large with these Xtians.....
5

(http://connect./user/jwazzz/index.html)

(http://connect.mlive.com/user/calfanatic/index.html)
(http://connect.mlive.com/user/Paddletothesea/index.html)
(http://connect.mlive.com/user/bobslowson/index.html) Like

Reply

croc32 (http://connect.mlive.com/user/michael_eddington/index.html) 6 days ago
(http://connect.mlive.com/user/michael_eddington/index.html)
@IIVV in the key of E
(http://connect.mlive.com/user/OnefourfiveinthekeyofE/index.html) "Counterfeit"
applies to all religions.
5

(http://connect./user/jwazzz/index.html)

(http://connect.mlive.com/user/calfanatic/index.html)
(http://connect.mlive.com/user/sparkleabby100/index.html)
(http://connect.mlive.com/user/bobslowson/index.html) Like

KeepinThorInThursday
(http://connect.mlive.com/user/sparkleabby100/index.html)
(http://connect.mlive.com/user/sparkleabby100/index.html)

Reply

6 days ago

@croc32
(http://connect.mlive.com/user/michael_eddington/index.html) @IIV
V in the key of E
(http://connect.mlive.com/user/OnefourfiveinthekeyofE/index.html)
They are all manmade.
Invented because primitive peoples didn't have science to explain the
weather.
4

(http://connect./user/jwazzz/index.html)

(http://connect.mlive.com/user/calfanatic/index.html)
(http://connect.mlive.com/user/bobslowson/index.html)
(http://connect.mlive.com/user/dsponini/index.html) Like

mirights (http://connect.mlive.com/user/mirights/index.html)
(http://connect.mlive.com/user/mirights/index.html)
The nerd better sign it.

Reply

6 days ago

Like

Reply

croc32 (http://connect.mlive.com/user/michael_eddington/index.html) 6 days ago
(http://connect.mlive.com/user/michael_eddington/index.html)
@mirights (http://connect.mlive.com/user/mirights/index.html) He'll invite a
lawsuit if he does.
7

(http://connect./user/jwazzz/index.html)

(http://connect.mlive.com/user/calfanatic/index.html)
(http://connect.mlive.com/user/bobslowson/index.html)
(http://connect.mlive.com/user/dsponini/index.html) Like

dsponini (http://connect.mlive.com/user/dsponini/index.html)
(http://connect.mlive.com/user/dsponini/index.html)
@mirights (http://connect.mlive.com/user/mirights/index.html)

Reply

6 days ago

I hope he does, the ACLU is waiting in the wings with their lawsuits.
4

(http://connect./user/jwazzz/index.html)

(http://connect.mlive.com/user/calfanatic/index.html)
(http://connect.mlive.com/user/bobslowson/index.html)
(http://connect.mlive.com/user/sparkleabby100/index.html) Like

KeepinThorInThursday
(http://connect.mlive.com/user/sparkleabby100/index.html)
(http://connect.mlive.com/user/sparkleabby100/index.html)

Reply

6 days ago

@dsponini
(http://connect.mlive.com/user/dsponini/index.html) @mirights
(http://connect.mlive.com/user/mirights/index.html)
Good.
4

(http://connect./user/jwazzz/index.html)

(http://connect.mlive.com/user/calfanatic/index.html)
(http://connect.mlive.com/user/bobslowson/index.html)
(http://connect.mlive.com/user/dsponini/index.html) Like

Reply

Guilty Spark (http://connect.mlive.com/user/GuiltySpark/index.html)
(http://connect.mlive.com/user/GuiltySpark/index.html)
6 days ago

@dsponini
(http://connect.mlive.com/user/dsponini/index.html) @mirights
(http://connect.mlive.com/user/mirights/index.html) You mean just like
all those right wing, Kochfunded groups that sue over everything...........?
You sound like you think the American legal system is reserved solely for
the abuse by whiny conservatives.
Grow up.
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(http://connect./user/jwazzz/index.html)

(http://connect.mlive.com/user/calfanatic/index.html) Like
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dsponini
(http://connect.mlive.com/user/dsponini/index.html)
(http://connect.mlive.com/user/dsponini/index.html)
6 days ago
@Guilty Spark
(http://connect.mlive.com/user/GuiltySpark/index.h
tml) @dsponini
(http://connect.mlive.com/user/dsponini/index.html
) @mirights
(http://connect.mlive.com/user/mirights/index.html
)

I think you misunderstand. I don't want Snyder to sign
this but if he does, I hope someone sues the pants off
Michigan for this garbage.

Wouldn't be the first time the state made the wrong
move and cost us all $$$$.

Now, am I grownup?

Now, am I grownup?

http://www.washingtontimes.com/news/2014/mar/2
4/michigan40kforexpertsingaymarriagetrial/
(http://www.washingtontimes.com/news/2014/mar/2
4/michigan40kforexpertsingaymarriagetrial/)
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(http://connect.mlive.com/user/bobslowson/index.html) Like

Reply

Guilty Spark
(http://connect.mlive.com/user/GuiltySpark/index.html)
(http://connect.mlive.com/user/GuiltySpark/index.html)
6 days ago
@dsponini
(http://connect.mlive.com/user/dsponini/index.html
) @Guilty Spark
(http://connect.mlive.com/user/GuiltySpark/index.h
tml) @mirights
(http://connect.mlive.com/user/mirights/index.html
) My bad for misunderstanding you. Sorry.
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(http://connect./user/jwazzz/index.html)

(http://connect.mlive.com/user/calfanatic/index.html)
(http://connect.mlive.com/user/dsponini/index.html) Like

Reply

KeepinThorInThursday (http://connect.mlive.com/user/sparkleabby100/index.html)
(http://connect.mlive.com/user/sparkleabby100/index.html)
Some people would rather have children remain orphans than be adopted into a loving, 6 days ago
stable home.
*shrug*
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(http://connect./user/jwazzz/index.html)

(http://connect.mlive.com/user/calfanatic/index.html)

(http://connect.mlive.com/user/bobslowson/index.html) Like

Reply

Paddletothesea (http://connect.mlive.com/user/Paddletothesea/index.html)
6 days ago
(http://connect.mlive.com/user/Paddletothesea/index.html)
No equality, no state money. Simple. Keep your bigotry and discrimination in the closet.
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(http://connect.mlive.com/user/rationalbasis30/index.html)

(http://connect./user/jwazzz/index.html)

(http://connect.mlive.com/user/calfanatic/index.html) Like

KeepinThorInThursday
(http://connect.mlive.com/user/sparkleabby100/index.html)
(http://connect.mlive.com/user/sparkleabby100/index.html)

Reply

6 days ago

@Paddletothesea (http://connect.mlive.com/user/Paddletothesea/index.html)
Not everyone has common sense.
4

(http://connect./user/jwazzz/index.html)

(http://connect.mlive.com/user/calfanatic/index.html)
(http://connect.mlive.com/user/bobslowson/index.html)
(http://connect.mlive.com/user/dsponini/index.html) Like

Reply

Paddletothesea
(http://connect.mlive.com/user/Paddletothesea/index.html) 6 days ago
(http://connect.mlive.com/user/Paddletothesea/index.html)
@KeepinThorInThursday. That is becoming obviously clear with our
current legislators.
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(http://connect.mlive.com/user/calfanatic/index.html)
(http://connect.mlive.com/user/bobslowson/index.html)
(http://connect.mlive.com/user/dsponini/index.html) Like

bobslowson (http://connect.mlive.com/user/bobslowson/index.html)
(http://connect.mlive.com/user/bobslowson/index.html)
Give back the taxpayer money and discriminate away oh pious "Christians"

Reply

6 days ago

Rick Snyder, I'll expect my tax refund anon. State sanctioned bigotry should be illegal, not
enshrined into bills.
10

(http://connect.mlive.com/user/midlanboy/index.html)

(http://connect./user/jwazzz/index.html)

(http://connect.mlive.com/user/Conlippert/index.html)

(http://connect.mlive.com/user/vdarkbloom/index.html) Like

Reply

Wonderwhy (http://connect.mlive.com/user/Kahanu1220/index.html)
6 days ago
(http://connect.mlive.com/user/Kahanu1220/index.html)
@bobslowson (http://connect.mlive.com/user/bobslowson/index.html) The
church is the righteous sacred cow of the Republican welfare state apparently.
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(http://connect.mlive.com/user/bobslowson/index.html)

(http://connect.mlive.com/user/Conlippert/index.html) Like
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Wonderwhy (http://connect.mlive.com/user/Kahanu1220/index.html)
6 days ago
(http://connect.mlive.com/user/Kahanu1220/index.html)
Its fine if certain Christian agencies want to discriminate based on their distorted and ridiculous
beliefs, they just have to give up the state funding that they receive. Of course state
republicans would not want to upset their base, even if it means passing decrepit legislation.
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(http://connect.mlive.com/user/calfanatic/index.html)
(http://connect.mlive.com/user/dsponini/index.html)
(http://connect.mlive.com/user/bobslowson/index.html) Like
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This comment has been deleted
croc32 (http://connect.mlive.com/user/michael_eddington/index.html) 6 days ago
(http://connect.mlive.com/user/michael_eddington/index.html)
@southbeagle (http://connect.mlive.com/user/southbeagle/index.html) I would
argue that dogmatic families cause more issues, but rather than argue that, I'll simply
state that your opinion is not backed by any legitimate studies.
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(http://connect.mlive.com/user/sparkleabby100/index.html)
(http://connect./user/jwazzz/index.html)
(http://connect.mlive.com/user/calfanatic/index.html)

(http://connect.mlive.com/user/bobslowson/index.html) Like

Reply

dsponini (http://connect.mlive.com/user/dsponini/index.html)
6 days ago
(http://connect.mlive.com/user/dsponini/index.html)
@southbeagle (http://connect.mlive.com/user/southbeagle/index.html)

That's ignorant. You can't turn someone gay if that's what you are worried about.

I wouldn't expect Christians to use facts or logic when they have "beliefs"
4

(http://connect.mlive.com/user/sparkleabby100/index.html)
(http://connect./user/jwazzz/index.html)
(http://connect.mlive.com/user/calfanatic/index.html)

(http://connect.mlive.com/user/bobslowson/index.html) Like

Reply

CoyWolf (http://connect.mlive.com/user/CoyWolf1/index.html)
6 days ago
(http://connect.mlive.com/user/CoyWolf1/index.html)
This is a great self regulating solution for both sides. If the religious adoption agencies become
unpopular and ineffective they will gradually close. Then the LGBT adoption agencies can step
up their operations. Shouldn't be hard just like the reason God created heaven and earth in 6
days; no install base.
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(http://connect.mlive.com/user/fred76/index.html) Like
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croc32 (http://connect.mlive.com/user/michael_eddington/index.html) 6 days ago
(http://connect.mlive.com/user/michael_eddington/index.html)
@CoyWolf (http://connect.mlive.com/user/CoyWolf1/index.html) "Shouldn't be
hard just like the reason God created heaven and earth in 6 days; no install base"
huh?
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(http://connect.mlive.com/user/sparkleabby100/index.html)
(http://connect.mlive.com/user/bobslowson/index.html)

(http://connect.mlive.com/user/dsponini/index.html) Like

Reply

(http://connect.mlive.com/user/dsponini/index.html) Like

Reply

memorylikeanelephant (http://connect.mlive.com/user/memorylikeanelephant/index.html)
6 days ago

'Discrimination, it's our religion as Republicans!'
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(http://connect.mlive.com/user/calfanatic/index.html)
(http://connect.mlive.com/user/memorylikeanelephant/index.html)
(http://connect.mlive.com/user/sparkleabby100/index.html)
(http://connect.mlive.com/user/aunionman/index.html)
(http://connect.mlive.com/user/dsponini/index.html) Like

Reply

nfoster2000 (http://connect.mlive.com/user/nfoster2000/index.html)
6 days ago
(http://connect.mlive.com/user/nfoster2000/index.html)
With LGBT youth homelessness SO high in our state I have a hard time believing this is "about
the children"
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(http://connect.mlive.com/user/michael_eddington/index.html)
(http://connect.mlive.com/user/HCEarwicker/index.html)
(http://connect.mlive.com/user/dsponini/index.html) Like

Reply

croc32 (http://connect.mlive.com/user/michael_eddington/index.html) 6 days ago
(http://connect.mlive.com/user/michael_eddington/index.html)
@nfoster2000 (http://connect.mlive.com/user/nfoster2000/index.html) It most
certainly isn't about children. Its about protecting religious dogma (bigotry).
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(http://connect.mlive.com/user/sparkleabby100/index.html)
(http://connect.mlive.com/user/bobslowson/index.html)

(http://connect.mlive.com/user/dsponini/index.html) Like

CSGM (http://connect.mlive.com/user/CSGM/index.html)
(http://connect.mlive.com/user/CSGM/index.html)
Catholic agencies in some other states, including Illinois

Reply

6 days ago

(https://www.bostonglobe.com/news/nation/2011/12/29/illinoiscatholiccharitiesclose
ratherthanallowsamesexcouplesadopt
children/Km9RBLkpKzABNLJbUGhvJM/story.html), have closed their doors rather than
comply with new regulations that they said would have forced them to violate their sincerely held
religious beliefs.

Sad for the kids getting caught in the middle. But then religious freedom is important. Take
that away and it gets closer to communism where you only have one religion and that is the
governments.
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(http://connect./user/buck7455/index.html)

(http://connect.mlive.com/user/aceofhockey/index.html) Like
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Vince Luschas (http://connect.mlive.com/user/VinceLuschas/index.html)
(http://connect.mlive.com/user/VinceLuschas/index.html)
6 days ago
@CSGM (http://connect.mlive.com/user/CSGM/index.html) Have you
read the Constitution? Religious freedom is already thoroughly protected.
Would Catholic agencies have the right to deny adoption to Lutherans? To
Jewish people? When I was a boy back in the 50s it was common for one
religion to rigorously discriminate against all other religions. It was
unthinkable, definitely scandelous, to marry someone outside the religion.
That was very common and not worth an afterthought. Over time, attitudes
changed and became more inclusive. For a time. Now I see a tendency to
retrench. Gays first. We're easy targets in a country where still about 50%
of the population feel free to admit that they don't like us. But who's to say
that this discrimination will remain targeted at gays only. I predict that as
people begin to feel the effects of rampant job outsourcing to countries with
the lowest wages and sophisticated automation  now effecting even
middleclass professional jobs  people will become increasingly anxious
and fearful and will tend to scapegoat outsiders as humans do. Just look
around the world. Russia. The Middle East. Our conservative religious
institutions. This is extraordinarily bad legislation that panders to one of the
worst aspects of human behavior. Fearmongering has always been a useful
legislative tactic and we see it employed in this legislation with
consequences I fear to imagine. All wrapped up in religious vestments and
hollow sentiment.
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CSGM (http://connect.mlive.com/user/CSGM/index.html)
(http://connect.mlive.com/user/CSGM/index.html)
@Vince Luschas

Reply

6 days ago

(http://connect.mlive.com/user/VinceLuschas/index.html) I know
about the constitution. Had to learn it in school way back. I wonder how
many politicians have read it or even the president and how many really
care what it states. My family has been a victim of many proselytizers
way back then too. The more things change, the more they are the same.
As long as people keep electing bad politicians, things will never change.
When people dare us to challenge their behavior that we don't deem as
"normal", there will always be problems with religious tolerance.
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IIVV in the key of E (http://connect.mlive.com/user/OnefourfiveinthekeyofE/index.html)
(http://connect.mlive.com/user/OnefourfiveinthekeyofE/index.html)
6 days ago
Freedom of religion is already protected and requires no further legislative action.
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(http://connect.mlive.com/user/bobslowson/index.html) Like
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WhenInMich (http://connect.mlive.com/user/WhenInMich/index.html)
6 days ago
(http://connect.mlive.com/user/WhenInMich/index.html)
This is a victory for freedom. I hope the governor chooses to sign it. All these wackos that see
discrimination under every rock need to put their hyperbole away.
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(http://connect./user/imagearch/index.html) Like
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Santini Perico (http://connect.mlive.com/user/santini_perico_2/index.html)
(http://connect.mlive.com/user/santini_perico_2/index.html)
@WhenInMich (http://connect.mlive.com/user/WhenInMich/index.html) 6 days ago
What freedom is that? Freedom to discriminate?
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(http://connect.mlive.com/user/vdarkbloom/index.html)
(http://connect.mlive.com/user/aunionman/index.html)

(http://connect.mlive.com/user/dsponini/index.html) Like
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bigbambu (http://connect.nola.com/user/bigbambu/index.html)
6 days ago
(http://connect.nola.com/user/bigbambu/index.html)
@WhenInMich (http://connect.mlive.com/user/WhenInMich/index.html) I'm sure
those couples who are turned away and denied the honor of raising an orphaned child
will be celebrating their 'freedom'.
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aceofhockey (http://connect.mlive.com/user/aceofhockey/index.html)
(http://connect.mlive.com/user/aceofhockey/index.html)
6 days ago
@bigbambu
(http://connect.nola.com/user/bigbambu/index.html) @WhenI
nMich
(http://connect.mlive.com/user/WhenInMich/index.html) I
guess you missed the hyperbole part.
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Vince Luschas (http://connect.mlive.com/user/VinceLuschas/index.html)
(http://connect.mlive.com/user/VinceLuschas/index.html)
@WhenInMich (http://connect.mlive.com/user/WhenInMich/index.html) 6 days ago
No. Religion is already protected in the Constitution. The only reason to pass this
legislation is to legalize hatred of gay people. This legislation is unconstitutional and
should be challenged. It will be and will eventually its constitutionality will be argued
before the supreme court because it opens up a broad array of people who may be
discriminated against far beyond gay people. This is all about legalizing inequality.
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