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number may vary but the trend line is consistent: The Christian church is in
decline. From church attendance to those who identify as Christian, all numbers are
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There are myriad reasons for Christianity's downward trajectory. My focus is the
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Ironically,
it has become a faith defined more by its willingness to exclude.

If one reads the Gospel narratives, the teachings of Jesus clearly indicate love,
inconvenient love, is at the epicenter of the faith. Observers of the faith are placed in a
paradoxical bind in that its difficulty is rooted in its simplicity  the simplicity to love
burdened by the difficulty to achieve it.
As a result, Christianity is dominated, at least in America, by an ethos of
oversimplification that seeks not a selfreflective inconvenient love, but one that
places its focus on the other.
Historically, Christianity's post Enlightenment participation in the public square is a
mixed bag. The church was on both sides of slavery, the Civil War, women's suffrage,
Jim Crow segregation, the Holocaust, and South African Apartheid.
We've recently witnessed for profit corporations hiding behind the veneer of the
amorphous term Christianity seeking laws that come uncomfortably close to the type
of dehumanization that necessitated the Civil Rights Act of 1964.
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The Religious Freedom Restoration Act, which some describe as a law that opens the
door to discriminate against samesex couples, while others offer that it would give
people more freedom to follow the dictates of their faith.
Evangelical leader, Franklin Graham is calling on Christians to boycott gayfriendly
corporations. Graham recently announced that he is moving all the bank accounts for
the Billy Graham Evangelistic Association out of Wells Fargo because of its ad
featuring a lesbian couple.
However these issues are adjudicated in the short term, the long term prospects can
only do additional harm to the public face of a faith already in decline.
A nation committed to a "more perfect union" must to some degree be in a constant
state of flux. History has proven unequivocally the trite use of biblical justification is a
less than worthy adversary when one decides to drink from the well of equality that
was originally dug by the Founders.
Moreover, it is a mistake to compare Christianity's recent public efforts with those of
the Civil Rights Movement of the '60s. The purpose of that movement was not to
move the country to the limited contours of its particular doctrine, but rather to move
the nation toward the promises it already made to all of its citizens.
The viewpoint that is deemed in the best interest of the church in its private morality
cannot be the rationale that justifies denying the civil rights of individuals in the
public morality.
The primary failing within much of American Christianity's latest pursuits in the
public arena is its inability to see where its faith and the Constitution coalesce.
The Bible does not offer a commandment to "like" something, but it does command
that one love. Doesn't that suggest that in the Christian tradition one must embrace
the arduous task of loving that which they may not like?
Likewise, the Constitution was not written based on what the majority approves. I
would argue the barometer for one's support of the Constitution is to embrace the
concept of something that involves a specific issue they may philosophically oppose.
Both are difficult endeavors. It is understandable that one would advocate for a
simpler path. But an honest examination suggests no such path is unavailable. Even if
it were, it is unable to make the individual better.
The Christian church at its best is an institution that offers guidance through the
complexities of the human condition, humbled by the reality that there are some
questions for which "I don't know" is the only appropriate response. Failing to pursue
this valiant undertaking creates an arrogance that undermines its best intentions.
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And any religion defined by its worst attributes of its own making can only look in the
mirror to seek the guilty party for its demise.
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Thomas Morbeto
Apocalypse 3: 15 "And to the angel of the church of Sardis, write: These things
saith he, that hath the seven spirits of God, and the seven stars: I know thy works,
that thou hast the name of being alive: and thou art dead. Be watchful and
strengthen the things that remain, which are ready to die. For I find not thy works
full before my God. Have in mind therefore in what manner thou hast received and
heard: and observe, and do penance. If then thou shalt not watch, I will come to
thee as a thief, and thou shalt not know at what hour I will come to thee. But thou
hast a few names in Sardis, which have not defiled their garments: and they shall
walk with me in white, because they are worthy. He that shall overcome, shall thus
be clothed in white garments, and I will not blot out his name out of the book of life,
and I will confess his name before my Father, and before his angels."
Like · Reply · 22 mins

Don Ivy · Works at Retired
Christ said love your God with all your heart, and love your brother as you love
yourself....that pretty much covers it.....There are Christians who are dedicated to
love, and there are people who call themselves Christians who are dedicated to
judging others....which kind of Christian are you?
Like · Reply · 24 mins

Steve Sommers
As Abe Lincoln said, "You can fool all the people some of the time. You can fool
some of the people all the time. But you cannot fool all the people all the time."
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some of the people all the time. But you cannot fool all the people all the time."
Christianity is fundamentally flawed, as are all the Abrahamic religions.
Like · Reply · 39 mins

Peg Johnson · Washtenaw Community College
They are killing off their own.
Like · Reply · 55 mins

Shirley Scott · Westminister collage
It is the socalled Evangelists, like Franklin Graham. that are responsible for
Christianity"s decline. They are basically hypocrites, who twist and pervert the word
of God, for the sole purpose of lining their own pockets at the peoples expense.
People see this hypocracy and assume all Christians are like this.
Like · Reply ·
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Neil Baker
The greatest problem they have is that they do not deserve to be called
"Christians", a tile that suggests they follow the teachings of Jesus, which most do
not. They follow their own selfish ambitions, manifested in the despicable puiblic
image they have attained. For them, Jesus is just an emblem like a chrome
nameplate on their car. They disparage others to make themselves apprear
righteous. Their ranks are populated by sheep following the delusion vendors, who
are the actual object of their worship. Send me your money, empower me with your
trancelike support, and we can control the lives of others to make us more
relevant.
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Trillian Orfner · Vail, Arizona
The socalled conservative religious right is what is destroying Christianity and it's
reputation. We've seen too many Biblethumping zealots preaching hate,
discrimination, and bigotry while purporting to be holierthanthou and hiding
behind their religion to hurt other people. As Gandhi said, "I like your Christ. I do
not like your Christians. They are so unlike your Christ."
Like · Reply ·
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Bob Randall
Obviously the writer did not read all of Jesus words, he also said he did NOT come
to bring peace but a sword, to pit mother aganinst daugter, son against father, etc.
He said GOD made them MALE and FEMALE, but the lost unregenerate sinner
who wrote this piece has no interest in what GOD said. The reason the Church is in
decline is because Christians quit being real biblical Christians, the worl and
worldliness has nuetered them. This writer has conjured up a god and a jesus in
the writer's fallen sinful image. Soon GOD is going to personally intervene in this
world and fix this problem. Today you cannot tell the difference between a lost
worldly person and the average Christian. The tribulation is near, as in the days of
Lot, sexual perversion.
Like · Reply · 1 hr

Byron Williams · President/CEO at Kairos Moment
Bob, is the foundation of the Christian faith love or not?
Like · Reply · 46 mins

Ukweli Mungu · Stanford University
The socalled "decline of Christianity" has actually been predicted by the Bible:
1 Timothy 4:12:
Now the Spirit expressly says that in latter times some will depart from the faith,
giving heed to deceiving spirits and doctrines of demons, 2 speaking lies in
hypocrisy, having their own conscience seared with a hot iron,...
Matthew 7:1314:
Enter by the narrow gate; for wide is the gate and broad is the way that leads to
destruction, and there are many who go in by it. 14 Because[a] narrow is the gate
and difficult is the way which leads to life, and there are few who find it.... See More
Like · Reply ·
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Gary Villamor · Author at Disciple of Jesus Christ
An unfortunate article, not only filled with misrepresentations, but assumming that
by throwing in the towel for yourself you have done so for everyone. God isn't
under scrutiny, sir, we are.
Like · Reply ·
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Byron Williams · President/CEO at Kairos Moment
Who said god was under srutiny? What misterpresentations? Please cite
Like · Reply · 45 mins
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