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First Church of Cannabis sues Indiana and Marion
County

By Kayla Crandall -21Alive

First Church of Cannabis sues Indiana and Marion County

July 8, 2015 Updated Jul 8, 2015 at 4:19 PM EDT
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INDIANAPOLIS, Ind. (21Alive) -- The First Church of Cannabis is suing the State of Indiana and Marion
County citing a violation of religious rights protected by the Religious Freedom Restoration Act.

Soon after RFRA took effect, the church started holding services and claims that Indiana state laws that makes

http://www .21alive.com/news/local/First-Church-of-Cannabis-sues-Indiana-and-Marion-County--312605721.htm|

317


https://translate.google.com/
http://www.21alive.com/news/local/Best-events-of-the-1112-weekend--312984421.html
http://www.21alive.com/internal?st=print&id=312605721&path=/news/local
http://www.21alive.com/news/local/Decatur-sandbag-pickup-for-Saturday-for-Saturday-July-11-cancelled--312980781.html
http://www.21alive.com/news
http://www.21alive.com/news/local

7/9/2015 First Church of Cannabis sues Indiana and Marion County | 21Alive: News, Sports, Weather, Fort Wayne WPTA-TV, WISE-TV, and CW | Local

marijuana illegal puts a "substantial burden" on the church's exercise of religion.

e Digital Daily — subscribe to our daily newsletter

Here is the full text off the lawsuit.

A few days before RFRA went into effect, Marion County Prosecutor Terry Curry said to WTHR, "Everyone
needs to understand that the RFRA act does not create any sort of immunity from prosecution because it's under
the alleged guise of religious practice."

Over 52 homicides have occurred in Marion County this year, and Curry is frustrated about how he thinks the
city's time could be used elsewhere.

"Our office and police agencies have serious public safety issues we have to address every single day. [ am
beyond frustrated that we are having to devote valuable time and resources to this matter solely because of an
ill-advised and unnecessary law enacted by our legislature," he said. "The act serves no purpose, no purpose
whatsoever, other than political posturing."”

The First Church of Cannabis is recognized as a not-for-profit religious organization by the IRS and a registered
religious society. However, there are several protesters around the neighborhood who were concerned about
marijuana use in the area.

Although no has lit up during service, the Indianapolis Metro Police are beefing up their presence outside and
around the church.
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Well, Curry, stop being an idiot and MAKING it a problem. Instead of beefing up security, have
your officers go out and deal with REAL crime. I'm disgusted that you would spend public money
on something as idiotic as persecuting a religion. You deserve to have your ass sued over this.
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Doe John

Congress shall make no law respecting an establishment of religion, or prohibiting the free
exercise thereof; or abridging the freedom of speech, or of the press; or the right of the people
peaceably to assemble, and to petition the Government for a redress of grievances.

That's the Firstamendment Folks,| guess the Feds and local LEQO's don't really believe the oath
they took to defend it.
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Come experience the Universal Collective, a spiritual and philisophical organization.

We will be holding our first community outreach in Indiana this 1st Friday of August, 08/07/15, at
the Indy Indie Gallery, 26 E. 14th St.

www.facebook.com/officialuniversalcollective

www.universalcollective.wordpress.com
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Time to wake up and decriminalize Indiana. Must we be lastin all types of progress?
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