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INDIANAPOLIS, Ind. (21Alive) ­­ The First Church of Cannabis is suing the State of Indiana and Marion
County citing a violation of religious rights protected by the Religious Freedom Restoration Act.

Soon after RFRA took effect, the church started holding services and claims that Indiana state laws that makes
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marijuana illegal puts a "substantial burden" on the church's exercise of religion.
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Here is the full text off the lawsuit.

A few days before RFRA went into effect, Marion County Prosecutor Terry Curry said to WTHR, "Everyone
needs to understand that the RFRA act does not create any sort of immunity from prosecution because it's under
the alleged guise of religious practice."

Over 52 homicides have occurred in Marion County this year, and Curry is frustrated about how he thinks the
city's time could be used elsewhere.

"Our office and police agencies have serious public safety issues we have to address every single day. I am
beyond frustrated that we are having to devote valuable time and resources to this matter solely because of an
ill­advised and unnecessary law enacted by our legislature," he said. "The act serves no purpose, no purpose
whatsoever, other than political posturing."

The First Church of Cannabis is recognized as a not­for­profit religious organization by the IRS and a registered
religious society. However, there are several protesters around the neighborhood who were concerned about
marijuana use in the area.

Although no has lit up during service, the Indianapolis Metro Police are beefing up their presence outside and
around the church. 
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Well, Curry, stop being an idiot and MAKING it a problem. Instead of beefing up security, have
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on something as idiotic as persecuting a religion. You deserve to have your ass sued over this.
Reply · Like ·   · Follow Post · Edited · Yesterday at 5:49pm

Follow

2

Doe John
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peaceably to assemble, and to petition the Government for a redress of grievances.
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Reply · Like · Follow Post · 6 hours ago

Universal Collective
Come experience the Universal Collective, a spiritual and philisophical organization.
We will be holding our first community outreach in Indiana this 1st Friday of August, 08/07/15, at
the Indy Indie Gallery, 26 E. 14th St.
www.facebook.com/officialuniversalcollective
www.universalcollective.wordpress.com
Reply · Like · Follow Post · Yesterday at 7:55pm

Augustus Berry ·   · Roffler Academy of Hair Design
Time to wake up and decriminalize Indiana. Must we be last in all types of progress?
Reply · Like · Follow Post · 21 hours ago

Follow

http://www.21alive.com/news/local/First-Church-of-Cannabis-sues-Indiana-and-Marion-County--312605721.html
http://www.21alive.com/news/local/Family-credits-selfie-stick-and-anonymous-man-for-rescue-from-rip-current-312882481.html
http://www.21alive.com/news/local/Jared-Fogle-Sharknado-3-cameo-pulled-due-to-investigations-at-his-home-313033351.html
http://www.21alive.com/news/local/Florida-woman-claims-recorded-talks-with-Fogle-started-FBI-investigation-312901921.html
https://googleads.g.doubleclick.net/aclk?sa=L&ai=BZBu3uiGfVaX-Hs-D3QGX7KDwBbT974IHAAAAEAEg1LPyIDgAWIyck5D4AWDJxqmLwKTYD7IBD3d3dy4yMWFsaXZlLmNvbboBCWdmcF9pbWFnZcgBAtoBaWh0dHA6Ly93d3cuMjFhbGl2ZS5jb20vbmV3cy9sb2NhbC9GaXJzdC1DaHVyY2gtb2YtQ2FubmFiaXMtc3Vlcy1JbmRpYW5hLWFuZC1NYXJpb24tQ291bnR5LS0zMTI2MDU3MjEuaHRtbMACAuACAOoCIS81MTUyL2JpLmdyYW5pdGUud2lzZS9uZXdzLy9sb2NhbPgC9NEekAPgA5gD4AOoAwHIA5kE0ASQTuAEAZAGAaAGFNgHAQ&num=0&cid=5GiMgwEuwSk5-Vbp1FZ8LU8H&sig=AOD64_1sdi95q9pz9Gh1l1x3i4kmB78v5w&client=ca-pub-7935084108366646&adurl=http://www.eastersealsarcnein.org
http://www.21alive.com/watch-now/21alive
http://www.21alive.com/news/local/Drowning-investigation-leads-to-drug-arrest-of--312691291.html
http://www.21alive.com/news/local/PICS-Flooding-at-Salamonie--311430151.html


7/9/2015 First Church of Cannabis sues Indiana and Marion County | 21Alive: News, Sports, Weather, Fort Wayne WPTA­TV, WISE­TV, and CW | Local

http://www.21alive.com/news/local/First­Church­of­Cannabis­sues­Indiana­and­Marion­County­­312605721.html 6/7

7.  Fort Wayne Children's Zoo confirms not a victim of SSA data security breach

8.  Embassy & Grand Wayne honor legacy of Gil Haynie Jr.

9. Community leaders: "Stop the silence"

10.  1 dead following moped crash on W. Jefferson Blvd.

Search

Search articles, videos and photos  Go

Advanced Search »

© 2015, A Granite Broadcasting Station. All Rights Reserved.

Terms of Use Public Inspection File Privacy Policy

Powered by Broadcast Interactive Media.

News
Local/Regional

National
Political Radar
News Links
21Country

Hearing the Call
Gas Prices
Your Story. Made Here.

Weather
VIPIR Interactive
Skyview Cameras
Closings
Weather & Health

Sports
High School
Sound Off
The Score
College
Pro
Player of the Week
Up Close
USF Football Show

Features
Mr Food
Excel in Education
Docs on Call
Community Calendar
Purpose Based Retirement
IN Golf
Plan the Perfect Party
Play It By Ear

Lifestyle

http://www.indianasnewscenter.com/about/terms
http://www.21alive.com/results
http://www.21alive.com/madehere
http://www.21alive.com/news/local
http://www.21alive.com/sports/high-school
http://www.21alive.com/news/local/Fort-Wayne-Childrens-Zoo-confirms-not-a-victim-of-SSA-data-security-breach-312925251.html
http://www.21alive.com/features/play-it-by-ear
http://www.21alive.com/news/top-news
http://www.21alive.com/news/local/Community-leaders-stop-the-silence-312680731.html
http://www.21alive.com/features/community-calendar
http://www.21alive.com/sports/the-score-main
http://www.21alive.com/sports/up-close
http://www.21alive.com/weather/vipir-interactive
http://www.21alive.com/lifestyle
http://www.21alive.com/news/21-country
http://www.21alive.com/weather
http://www.21alive.com/weather/skyview-cameras
http://www.21alive.com/
http://www.21alive.com/news/political-radar
http://www.21alive.com/features/plan-the-perfect-party
http://www.21alive.com/weather/closings
http://www.21alive.com/sports/sound-off-main
http://www.21alive.com/news/local/haynie-honored-150708.html
http://www.21alive.com/sports/college
http://www.21alive.com/lifestyle/weather-health
http://www.21alive.com/features/golf
http://www.21alive.com/news/hearing-the-call
http://www.21alive.com/features
http://www.21alive.com/features/excellence-in-education
http://media.indianasnewscenter.com/documents/WISE_privacy.pdf
http://www.21alive.com/sports/usf-football-show
http://www.21alive.com/features/mr-food
http://www.21alive.com/news/news-links
http://www.broadcast-interactive.com/
http://www.bbb.org/northernindiana/business-reviews/television-stations-and-broadcast-companies/21-alive-nbc-33-in-fort-wayne-in-6392#bbbseal
http://www.21alive.com/sports
http://www.21alive.com/sports/pro
http://www.21alive.com/features/retirement
http://www.21alive.com/features/docs-on-call
http://www.21alive.com/sports/basketball-player-of-the-week
http://www.21alive.com/about/fcc-eeo
http://www.21alive.com/news/gasprices
http://www.21alive.com/news/local/1-dead-following-moped-crash-on-W-Jefferson-Blvd-312505481.html


7/9/2015 First Church of Cannabis sues Indiana and Marion County | 21Alive: News, Sports, Weather, Fort Wayne WPTA­TV, WISE­TV, and CW | Local

http://www.21alive.com/news/local/First­Church­of­Cannabis­sues­Indiana­and­Marion­County­­312605721.html 7/7

Weather & Health
Life's Better Here
Local Pros Who Know
Product Recalls
Buy Local

Videos
ABC
NBC
CW
Sounds of the Season
Cool Science
History of FW Business

Insight
Your Home
Your Health
Your Life
Your Style
Your Information
Your Money
wIN

Deals
Contests
Obituaries
Programming

Network Channel Guide
Ellen
Dr. Phil

Closings
Inside

Contact Us
Our Team
Jobs
Advertise
History
Public Inspection File

NBC33
NBC33 Features
Farm to Fork
Every Pet Deserves a Home
NBC33 Weather
NBC33 Contests
NBC33 About

http://www.21alive.com/video
http://www.ellen.warnerbros.com/
http://www.21alive.com/video/history-of-fw-business
http://incnow.upickem.net/engine/Splash.aspx?contestid=37228
http://www.21alive.com/nbc33/about
http://www.21alive.com/nbc33/farm-to-fork
http://www.21alive.com/fort-wayne-cw
http://www.21alive.com/nbc33/features
http://www.21alive.com/video/sounds-of-the-season
http://www.21alive.com/nbc33
http://www.21alive.com/lifestyle/weather-health
http://www.21alive.com/about/advertise
http://www.21alive.com/video/cool-science
http://www.21alive.com/nbc33/contests
http://www.21alive.com/about/fcc-eeo
http://www.21alive.com/programming/channel-listings
http://www.21alive.com/video/nbc
http://www.21alive.com/insight
http://www.21alive.com/about/jobs
http://incnow.tributes.com/national/home
http://www.21alive.com/about/contact-us
http://www.drphil.com/
http://www.21alive.com/programming
http://www.21alive.com/insight/win
http://www.21alive.com/about/personalities
http://www.21alive.com/insight/inhome
http://www.21alive.com/contests
http://www.21alive.com/lifestyle/buylocal
http://www.21alive.com/lifestyle/lifes-better-here
http://www.21alive.com/video/abc
http://www.21alive.com/insight/shopportunity
http://www.21alive.com/nbc33/every-pet-deserves-a-home
http://www.21alive.com/insight/inlife
http://www.21alive.com/lifestyle/product-recalls
http://www.21alive.com/lifestyle/proswhoknow
http://www.21alive.com/insight/instyle
http://www.21alive.com/nbc33/weather
http://www.21alive.com/insight/inhealth
http://www.21alive.com/closings
http://www.21alive.com/insight/information
http://www.21alive.com/about/history
http://www.21alive.com/about

